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 While it is tempting to see resurgent nativism 
and nationalism in the US as a local 
phenomenon, we should resist this myopic 
intellectual drift & seek to understand these 
policies & attitudes from a global & historical 
perspective. I argue that neoliberal policies at 
the global scale have impacted the US working 
class. Furthermore, right wing & nativist 
movements across the global North, not to 
mention the rise of religious fundamentalism, 
share the common appeal of easy answers and 
scapegoating for those whose livelihoods are 
unraveling in the face of globalization.



It looks very local… But we need a multi-scaler 
view on US nationalism



Triangular Trade 16th-
19th C

 1. Weak versus strong 
globalization

 Long standing 
phenomenon versus 
post 1970s process



 a. Reagan and Thatcher 
in the Global North
◦ Union busting
◦ Deregulation
◦ Gov’t cutbacks

 b. Neoliberal economic 
reform (aka structural 
adjustment) in the global 
South
◦ Privatization. 
◦ Currency devaluation 
◦ Restructure government 

agencies. 
◦ Eliminate prices controls 

and subsidies.  
◦ Restructure the productive 

sectors of the economy.



 1. Why trade? Absolute advantage and comparative 
advantage

 2. Ricardo’s example: Portugal produces wine and 
cloth more cheaply than England.  Portugal has an 
absolute advantage with both goods.  Very hard for 
England to produce wine.  Moderately difficult to 
produce cloth.  It is cheaper for Portugal to focus 
on producing wine and trade for cloth.



Unit labor costs 
Cloth Wine

 Britain 100 110
 Portugal 90 80

 Influence of trading costs (Krugman)





Pros Cons

 Open up new markets
 Promote overall 

economic growth
 Lower consumer prices

 Comparative advantage 
is constructed

 Environmental costs of 
trade

 Diversity vs. 
specialization

 Volatility of the global 
market

 Winners and losers 
 Deepening inequality









 Right wing & nativist 
movements across the 
global North, not to 
mention the rise of 
religious 
fundamentalism, share 
the common appeal of 
easy answers and 
scapegoating for those 
whose livelihoods are 
unraveling in the face of 
globalization.

 Scapegoat immigrants
 Racism 
 Promote nationalism
 End or curtail trade
 Religious extremism as 

a source of easy 
answers



 1. Is there enough common ground for the Right 
and the Left to work together on trade reform?

 2. Are there other ways to address income 
inequality in the US?

 3. Is it possible to address income inequality 
globally and in the US?

 4. Concerns about tenuous livelihoods have 
become intermingled with racism, misogyny, 
xenophobia and religious extremism. Is it 
possible to disentangle these?

 5. Other?


